Properties of poly(2-hydroxyethyl acrylate) networks.
Hydrogels, based on poly(2-hydroxyethyl acrylate) cross-linked with 1,4 butanediol dimethacrylate, were studied in respect to their swelling and mechanical behaviour. The determination of Young's modulus at r.t. permitted the calculation of average molecular weight between cross-links. This value could, in turn, be correlated with water-swelling data to give indicative values of the interaction parameter for the system poly(2-hydroxyethyl acrylate)-water.